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Time for More Congressional Reorganization 

The Democratic Party has an unusual opportunity One of the proposals now being made is that the 
to make great strides in improving the procedures of Rules Committee be required to report out, within 
Congress in the coming months. Much of the spirit a specified time, all bills referred to it favorably. 
of the Reorganization of Congress which took place Action to limit the power of the Rules Committee, 
two years ago remains to be carried out, and there is will have to be taken at the beginning of the 81st 
considerable public support for certain changes to Congress by the entire membership when the House 
provide a more effective Congress. is going through the procedure of organizing itself. 


eae Otherwise bills to amend Rules Committee power 

The Seniority System would be referred to the Committee itself where they 
The method by which Congressional committee | would probably be pigeonholed. 

chairmen are selected is currently under attack. The oo ya 

long-time unwritten rule has made seniority in un- Limiting Filibuster 


interrupted service on a committee the determining There 
ere is much support in both Democratic and 


extremely important policy decisions are made by earned tp on fig ot Alena! ROBERN of rs 
committees, the present system gives disproportionate atiut Gand ito eaubhe ats Px onan 
political influence to sections of the country which id, Ue ai . naa cues As Steen a aabiha of Phe 
habitually return the same men to Congress. In irds of the Senate to a “cloture” petition. Fili- 


many cases, seniority has put men into positions of t en a ; ite the will of one-third plus one of 
power who are not in accord with the popular will ‘ll of AN He ke bi evail. This thwarting of the 
as expressed in recent elections. This provides a ie ot the majority has been assailed frequently and 
major obstacle to a party’s action on its campaign here may be an attempt to reduce the number of 
promises. signatures required on a cloture petition to a simple 
It is true that length of service is an important Sr) ints 
factor in the making of a good chairman. Resorting Legislative Budget 
to the seniority principle also rules out the difficult ; 
and thorny problem of allocating coveted jobs. How- A Joint Committee on the Legislative Budget was 
ever the numerous occasions on which the popular set up by the Legislative Reorganization Act in 1946. 
will has been thwarted because of the automatic The member ship consists of the appropriations and 
selection of chairmen has caused many people to revenue-raising committees of both Houses. The 
urge that other factors be taken into consideration. difficulty of coordinating this 102-man committee 
into a working body to take an overall view of Fed- 
Modifying Rules Committee Power eral expenditures and revenues and the early Feb- 
Also subject to much criticism is the considerable ruary 15 deadline for its report has made it impossible 
power of the Rules Committee in the House of for the committee to do a competent job. As the 
Representatives. All bills which have been favorably size of the Federal budget in relation to the total 
reported by subject-matter committees are referred economic life of the nation grows, the need is greater 
to the Rules Committee which determines the order for perfecting machiner y to enable Congress to do 
Ge in which the bills will come up for House considera- a better job of directing the course of the national 
tion. The Committee has often refused to report out government's finances. It can be expected that some 
some bills, and thus deprived the House of an oppor- Congressmen will attempt to correct this situation, 
tunity to vote on measures for which there may be a perhaps by providing for a smaller selected com- 


great deal of public support. mittee. 


United Nations Roundup 


With the hope of adjourning by the second week 
in December, the General Assembly is speeding up 
its working tempo. Decisions have now been made 
on two of the key issues facing the Assembly—atomic 
energy and the control of armaments. Other major 
political problems, however, still remain to be con- 
sidered. Among them are Palestine, Korea, Greece, 
Spain, the Italian colonies, and the proposal for a 
United Nations Guard Force. 

The dominant note has been one of growing dis- 
cord between East and West, expressed here more 
frankly than ever before. ‘With the tone set in the 
opening remarks of the delegation leaders, name- 
calling and accusations have accompanied most of 
the discussion. 


Atomic Energy 


The Assembly’s decision on atomic energy was not 
a complete victory for either the Soviet or the U. S. 
point of view. The Assembly approved the majority 
report of the U.N. Atomic Energy Commission (sup- 
ported by all the Commission members except the 
Soviet Union, Poland, and the Ukraine). It voted 
down, however, the proposal of the Commission 
majority that the A.E.C. not meet further until there 
was some likelihood of breaking the deadlock with 
the Soviet Union. The small nations in the Assem- 
bly insisted that the Commission continue to meet. 
The resolution also calls upon the five major powers 
and Canada to hold separate talks in an attempt to 
find a basis for agreement. 

As it continues, the U.N. Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion may explore several possibilities which so far 
have not been carefully considered. These include a 
moratorium on all atomic power development, first 
proposed by U. S. scientists; a convention binding 
nations to use atomic weapons only if they have been 
attacked; and the new Soviet proposal for putting 
into effect two agreements simultaneously: one out- 
lawing the use of atomic weapons, the other setting 
up a system of international control. 


Reducing Armaments 


The question of armaments, on the other hand, 
brought a definite victory to the Western nations. 
The Assembly decisively voted down the Soviet pro- 
posal for a general one-third reduction of armaments 
by the major powers in the coming year. The reso- 
lution makes clear that such reduction cannot take 
place until (1) full information on the armaments 
of each nation is freely available, (2) agreement is 
reached on the types of armaments to be included, 
and (3) an adequate system of control is established. 

The Commission on Convention Armaments, 
under the Security Council, is to continue its efforts 
to find a basis for regulation. 


Palestine 


Both the Security Council and the Assembly are 
grappling with the problem of Palestine. The Coun- 
cil is faced with the immediate issue of stopping the 
Arab-Jewish fighting which has resumed in the face 
of the Council’s truce orders. 

The Assembly must consider the problem of a 
permanent settlement in Palestine. While some U.N. 
members still favor the original partition plan voted 
by the Assembly in November 1947, others believe 
this should be modified in line with the proposals of 
the late Count Bernadotte, U.N. Mediator. 

The Bernadotte proposal is based on the belief that 
economic union between the Jewish and Arab states 
is no longer possible and that hence their frontiers 
should be adjusted from the original partition plan. 
Specifically, the Jews would get Western Galilee 
(which the partition plan awarded to the Arabs), 
in exchange for giving up the Negeb. 


Berlin 


The final hopes for a settlement of the Berlin 
situation by the Security Council now seem to rest 
on the mediation efforts of the Council’s President, 
Bramuglia. The previous attempt of the six neutral 
Council members to find a compromise ended in a 
Soviet veto. They had proposed that the blockade 
be lifted and currency negotiations reopened at the 
same time, on the basis of the four-power Moscow 
agreement of August 30. 

Another unsuccessful effort was made by Secre- 
tary-General Lie and Assembly President Evatt. 
They jointly urged the four powers to start “imme- 
diate conversations” on the Berlin situation. Their 
request was turned down by the U. S., Britain, and 
France, who refuse to resume negotiations until the 
blockade is lifted. Lie and Evatt also asked coopera- 
tion with the Bramuglia attempts at mediation, and 
this the Western powers are giving. 


Last Call for TRENDS for Christmas Gifts 


Your order and check should reach us by De- 
cember 6th. 

Cards are available at the national office for 
your use in ordering. 

The first issue will be that of December 27th. 


A greeting card will be sent to the friend for 
whom you have ordered TRENDS giving your 
name as the donor. 


SEND TRENDS — A YEAR’S 
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